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Ingenious Reader, . A ax 
I; HE N thou beginneſt to read this book, I would 
have thee confider that the publiſher thereof does 
not pretend to be an author, but only to give thee a bare 
narrative of matters of fact in 2 way; being 
both an eye and ear witneſs of is bere related. 
And what, though many, who have only known W. 
Eaft's manner of life in times paſt, may cenſure me for 
* ſpeaking of bim in the manner I do; yet I humbly hope 
to find jhelter * thoſe of bis friends and neigh- 
beurs, who were jo kind as to frequently vifit him du- 
ring the time of his afflicttons ; and thereby became 
witneſſes of moſt of the remarkable occurrences which 
are here made public. pon ths 
All I Tiſh is, that the Lord may give the ſame 
bleſſings to all that read the following lines, as he did 
to him who left the tage of this life, taking his leave 
of this world, and all therein thus : 
| By God's afflicting hand, 
Thro' his redeeming grace, 
By cords of love my foul was drawn 
To ſte my Saviour's face. 
He has my ſoul renew'd, 
Thro' his eternal Love; | 
And all muſt come to God this Way, 
That hope for Joys above. 
Vain world | farewel, farewel ! 
Thy pleafures are but vain; 
My ſoul has folid pleaſures found, 
And hopes for endleſs gain. 


I commit the ſame into the hands of my 


dear Re- 


deemer : May he make the ſame turn to bus glory and 


thy ſeul's good, is the prayer of thy 
* Servant for his ſake, M. E. 
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V Er. EAST was ſo well 
known in this part of the king- 
| dom, that I need ſay but little of 
his moral character; and therefore I ſhall be 
very brief on this head. 
His natural talent in the art of muſic was 
large, as all who know his compoſitions will 
allow; and he took as much pains to inſtruct 
as man could well take; that being the icience 
his ſoul delighted in. Although, true it is, he 
was a ſtranger to the great deſign of finging : 
yea, ſo far was he from ſinging with the ſpirit 
and with the underſtanding alſo, making me- 
lody in his heart to the Lord, that in the ſtead 
thereof he took much pains to pervert that 
heavenly exerciſe, and make it anſwer no bet- 
ter an end than to gratify the fleſhly deſires of 
the carnal mind. And indeed it is no wonder, 
becauſe his ſoul was fo enſlaved to fin, that he 
almoſt lived and died a martyr for the ſame. 
And although God was pleaſed ſometimes to 
"8-2 puniſh 


[4] 
puniſh him with the effects of his folly; yet be · 
ing much expoſed to company and addicted to 
drinking, he would thereby drown the ſame, 
and as it were brave it out, rejecting the toun- 
ſe] of God againſt himſelf, Nay, fo harden- 
ed was he in ſin, that I have heard him ſay, 
He cared not if he went to hell, fo he might 
ride there in a coach, and fit in an elbew-chair 
when he came there. Thus turning the-moſt 
facred things into ridicule, in order tg, ſtop the 
mouths of them that reproved him. And, be- 
ing offended at one who taught to ſing cheap- 
er than he, he would ſay, that he would go 
to hell, and ſing to the devils ſooner than teach 
at that rate! And yet is he ſpared ? Amazing 
mercy ! O gracious God, who can reflect on 
thy. goodneſs, and not adore thee ! And altho' - 
God's hand was many times very heavy upon 
him, fo that he was for awhile by force dri- 
ven from his folly ; yet alas! his goodneſs was 
only as the morning-cloud, and as the early 
dew it paſſed away. Nothing truly touched his 
heart till his laſt illneſs ; and that, was the rea» 
fon why. he fo ſoon returned to the ſame ex- 
cels of riot as ever. But God, whoſe longs 
ſuffering awaits, our repentance, in order to 
magnify the riches of his grace, yet lays his 
hand heavier upon him; and by this laſt long 
and ſore affliction he bowed his perverſe will, 
and 


and hroke his \ ftubborn ſpirit, caufing tears-to 
flow.from his eyes while his foal cried out; 
What muſt I do to be ſaded? And I have 
. wflicient reaſon to. believe that this godly for 
I 
eee do ch B92 c 


7) 21 rt) . » 
” ' w 4 > g * 


(1% hoh 03. 38<0. 12 

490113 Das „ee TH 
e 
A che beginiriplaf en aH 1 founi] 

| » hank Iabobring'under great: gouble und 
conflitnof mind; his ſpirit wounded, and his 
conſcience: full af terra :: daily reflecting” un 
himfelf for his manner uf life fruim his yourþ 
up; which (God knows), was too much de- 
voted to the ſervice of fin, upon tlie account 
of which! the arroym af the Almighty ſcemed 
to ſtick faſt in his foul, ſo that that ſaying was 
now fulfiHed, © a wounded fpirit who can bear? 
his trials of this kind, though ſhort, wert in- 
deed ſharp and pierting. In him was alfo that 
word: of the Lord veriſed, (Hof. v.14, 15.) 
For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as 
2 young hon to the/houſe of Judah: I, even 
I will tear and go away; I will take away, 
and none ſhall reſcue him. I will go and re- 
turn to my place, till they acknowledge their 
n in their alfſliction 
chey 
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| they will ſeek me early.” And though, to 5 
forſake our fins when we can no longer enjoy 
them, ſeems rather the effect of impotency 
than choice, yet we learn that the alwiſe and « 
merciful God ſometimes makes uſe of the one 
to effect the other. It is true, ſometimes men 
draw near to God with their mouths in the 
time of affliction, when their hearts are far 
from him, and therefore when his hand is turn- 
ed.away, they forget him, as was the caſe with 
- Hrael, as it is ſet forth in Pf. lxxyiii. 3437. and 
what though this may have been his! caſe in 
time paſt. - I believe it was not ſo now for the 
following reaſons :' 1. Becauſe his trouble aroſe 
not ſo much from the fear of puriiſhment,” as 
that he had offended fo gracious à God. 2. His 
foul now ſeemed impatient to ſee the glory of 
Chriſt, and to be with him; vrhich he before 
had not the leaſt deſire after. 3. Whereas he 
uſed to abhor the converſation of the children 
of God, now he declared that nothing was ſo 
agtecable to him. And haftly he declared that 
nothing wounded his ſpirit more than to think 
how . bitterly he had oppoſed the glorious goſ- 
pel of the fon of God. And, whereas I once 
heard him ſay, that he had rather fit in compa- 
ny with the devil, than with a goſpel · miniſter; 
now he deſired above all things their compa- 
| 55 and as lightly eſteemed all others. But 
| _ when 
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wheh one of them converſed with him about 


the free gift of God to ſinners; that ſinners as 
ſuch had a right to Jeſus Chriſt as freely given 
to them in the goſpel, without looking for any 
previous qualifications in themſelves to intitle 
them thereunto, becauſe Jeſus came to ſave fins 
ners, and calls all ſuch to come unto him, let 
their circumſtances be what they will. He 
thought this to be too good news to be true, 
and therefore oppoſed the ſame, as thinking 
himſelf unworthy ſo great ſalvation; and true 
unworthy he was, and ſo we are all; but eternal 
thanks be given to him that ſaves by grace, he 
has declared for our comfort, I, even I am he 
that blotteth out thy tranſgrefſions, for my own 
ſake; and will not remember thy fins,” Iſa. xliii. 
2 5. It is for his own fake, and not for our 
worthineſs that we are accepted by the Father 
of mercies : But this, he ſaid, appeared fooliſh- 
- neſs to him, and no wonder, fince inſpiration 
has informed us, the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God; for they ace 
fooliſhneſs unto him : neither can he know 
them, (by his natural wiſdom) becauſe they are 
_ ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. But this we 
may always obſerve, while Satan can drive fouls 
on in the broad way that leads to deſtruction, 
he will always endeavour to buoy them up 
with a prefurnptuous hope that God is merciful; 
Lan —V 
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have, at the end of this, inſerted thoſe paſſages, 
which were, by the bleſſing of God, made to 


191 

But no ſooner do they begin to view themſelves 
in the glaſs of the divine law, and ſee the ex · 
tenſiveneſs of its demands, and how' far they 
come ſhort of the ſame; and alſo, that curſed is 
every one that continues not in all things writ- 
ten therein, Gal. iii. Ii O. them he alters his voice, 
and endeavours to perſuade them that their fins 
are too many and too great to be forgiven ; 
or at leaſt that there can de no forgiveneſs, un- 
til they have truly prepared themſelves for the 
lame. They, not conſidering that ſin and Sa- 
tan has already prepared us for a Saviour, who 
came, not to call the righteous, but finners to 
repentance. But God's providence caſting that 
valuable book in his way, called, Immanuel, 
or the love of Chriſt, &c. by John Row the fa- 
ther of mercies made it a particular bleſſing to 
him, eſpecially his thirteenth ſermon from 


John xv. 13. But nothing ſet his ſoul quite at 


liberty, until he read a treatiſe on Phil. iii. 7. 
called, The true Gain: more in worth than 
all the goods of this world. By W. Perkins. 
Printed in the year 1603.” by which his foul 
was truly begotten from the dead. And, be- 
cauſe the matter, which is ſo valuable in itſelf, 
was made in fo particular a manner to him, I 


him more ſweet than honey or the honey- 
comb, | And 


a 

And has Eaſt found mercy ? To hat muſt 
we aſcribe the cauſe? We are told, Tit: iii. 
3-7. Not by works of righteouſneſs which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he 
ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, &. Eternal 
and unchangeable love was the cauſe; as is ful- 
ly proved, Eph. ii. 4. &c. But God, who is 
RICH IN MERCY; for his great love 4 | 
he loved us, EVEN WHEN-WE WERE DEAD IN 
SINS,' &c. Therefore he now ſings: 


O richeſt grace! amazing love 

That found out me, that me reſtor d 
Tho' I againſt his Spirit ſtrove; - | 
And until now withſtood my Lord! 


Should theſe lines come into the Hands of 
any one, who, like Eaſt, have been led cap- 
tive by Satan; O let the goodneſs of God lead 
thee to tepentance, otherwiſe thou wilt trea- 
ſure up unto thyſelf wrath againſt the day of 
wrath ; ſee Rom. ii. 3-11. Say not Eaſt found 
mercy at laſt, and why may not I? but rather 
conſider, does one thief dic reviling, while the 
other finds mercy? It may be that God. will 
not give me grace to repent in a dying hour. 
Conſider then, Na is the accepted time: 
behold, NOW is the day of ſalvation. Where- 
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2 Do _ raiſe each voice, 
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fore, as the Holy Ghoſt faith; 4 To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts; 
ſee 2 Cor: vi. 2. Heb. iii. 7, 8. Neither let Sa- 
tan, on the other hand, tempt thee to ſay, My 
fins are too many, and too great to be forgi- 
ven. Since Eaſt found pardon, none need de- 
ſpair. And may we be ſure chat ſuch a one 
3 carer be ſavod ? 


1 Fes. The vrodiget' s return'd } 

And is the ſinner found? 

Is he, who late was heir of wrath, 
With' endleſs mercy ed 

Is he, who late was dead, rr 
A ſlave to ev ry fin, L381 bil 

Accepted now in Chriſt his head, 
Wah d and made 0 dean! 


And hail the ſinner home? 
| And does the church of God rejoice 
© To ſee the pilgrim come Po: ally « 
Does Jeſus him receive 
With open arms embrace? 
And does the fugitive believe 
He now is ſav d by grace? 


3 By grace without his works; 


Amazing love indeed, | 
That 
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That Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God, 
For ſinners vile ſhould bleed! 
The heavens wond' ring ſtand, 
While hell with fury burns; 
With joy, unto his Father's houſe 
The prodigal returns ! 


4 The Father does embrace 
His late rebellious ſon ; 
Makes him as welcome (thro' his grace) 
As tho' no ill he'd done. 
Each ſervant of the Lord 
With joy and mirth is crown'd, 
Becauſe the fon (once loſt and * 


Is now alive and found! 


5 The fatted Calf is ſlain ! 
The Lamb is crucify'd ! 
The Robe of Righteouſneſs is brought 
The prodigal to hide. 
The ring is on him put 
(A ſeal of endleſs love!) 
Salvation now adorns his feet, 


While he mounts up +above. 


6 No more on huſks with ſwine 
The Father's ſon does feed; 
By faith, he eats the Fleſh of Chriſt, 
And drinks his Blood indeed. 


£12127 WY He 
+ in ſpirit. 


He bids adieu to all | 
Theſe carnal, earthly aye 
| Becauſe his ſoul it now is filr 
Wich peace and endleſs qe k 


7 He envies not the mann 
Ihhat ſtands in ſpacious dreſs, 
And hopes to find acceptance in 
His own ſelſ- righteouſneſs; 
He leans on Jeſu's breaſt, | 
While ſuch do him diſdain ; 
He now is enter d into reſt; 
He now is dorn again. 


B By this his birth he's heir 
Olf all that Jeſus hath : (Rom. vii. 17.) 
And now he boldly takes a ſhare 
Inn all this bliſs,  thro' faith. 
He rolls his ſoul in love, 
And drinks true pleaſures i in; 
And ſays to others, Now I prove 
My ſoul is fav'd from ſin. 


Some account ef bis. experience after _ 


HAT though the prime evidence is 

God's Spirit bearing witneſs with our 
ſouls, d to the free promiſe of eternal 
life made to us in Chriſt Jeſus, which aſſures 


prery 


„ 
every believer of his particular elecgon; (ſee 

tit. 21—24 V. 9-13.) yet there is al- 
ſo arr affarance of ſenſe, according to r John 
jit. 14. and as by this only we can evidence to 


the world, that our faith is not a dead faith. 


So F can fay of W. Eaſt, that his fout now 


crucified Redeemer, his language was now re- 
newed, ſo that in all things he appeared 
thankful, not only in, but alſo for his afflic- 
tions, conſidering them as ſent in love to his 
ſoul. There was now no curſing, railing, or 

reproaching thoſe around him; and ſhould 
even a haſty word flip, he would immediately 
acknowledge the ſame a fault. Beholding 


now by an eye of faith, according to the de- 


claration of the goſpel, that all his fins were 
laid upon Jeſus Chriſt, Iſa. Iii. 6. and that 


he had put them away by the facrifice of him- 


ſelf, Heb. ix. 26. and declares he will no more 
remember them, Heb. viii. 12. His foul was 
taught to love that God who firſt loved him. 


And as he that loveth him that begat, loveth 


him alſo that is of him. So ſays he, 
Now I can find a real love to, and union with 


and it has often refreſhed my ſpirit to hear him 
pray; not ſo much for health, eaſe; or life here, 


being born again of God, through faith in 2 


all the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt. I have often 
heard him praying to his God when alone; | 


© w 


\ 
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as for the knowledge of God's grace, and that his 
faith in him might be ſtrengthened, and his 
own will brought into ſubjection to the will of 
his God. Thus, by the power of divine Grace, 
he was brought to drink at that bleſſed. Foun- 
tain. which is opened for ſin and for unclean- 
neſs. A ſenſe of which made him often repeat 
thoſe words in Watts's hymns 


Amazing grace! that kept my breath, 
Nor bid my ſoul remove, | 

Till I had learn'd my Saviour's death, 
And well-inſur d his love! 


His continual cry to God now was: By his 
grace and Holy Spirit to keep him from all e- 
vil thoughts, and what- ever might be prejudi- 
cuil to that religious temper of mind which he 

had ſo happily endowed him with. Sometimes 
his paſt ſins, coming into his mind, would 
make him tremble. But, ſays he, I am ſure I 
abhor them; and that it is only the malice of 
the devil that wants to rob me of my peace, 
becauſe I am reſcued out of his hands. And 
looking to Jeſus, as Iſrael of old did to the bra- 
zen ſerpent, his ſoul: was healed. He gave his 
wife a particular charge to print no more 
catches or carnal ſongs, as they no way tended 


to promote the glory of God, And he often 
a ſaid, 


8 
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ſaid, If God ſhould reftore him to bis for mer 


health again, he — bring glory to his 
convince others of 

dangerous eſtate by nature, and the mer- 

cy there was for them in a crucified Redee- 
mer, Who, in the greatneſs of his love, had 
plucked him as 4 brand out of the burnings, 


and given him full aſſurance that he was born 


of water and of the Spirit. He oſten deſired 
the third chapter of John to be read, becauſe 
therein our Saviour ſo expreſſly declares, that 


a man muſt be born again, and alſo ſo fully 


aſſures us, that whoſoever believes in him, 
ſhall not periſh. And he now could ſee every 
believer a member of his Body, of his Fleſh, 
and of his Bone, which he ſhall, in his time, 
Pm A ears aa Ra ar ſhall 


be loſt! 
000000 00000000000 


Some account N death." ih; 


OR about a Fe +, + before his * his 

\ ſpirit ſeemed ſomewhat dull. He had 
no raptutous flame, or ſudden flaſhes of joy, 
which he expected he fhould have been con- 
tinually filled with. Notwithſtanding he ſeem- 
_ ed/o enjoy a ſweet compoſure of mind, reſting 


ou the promiſes of God made to ſinners as 
ſuch, 


ſuch, and oſpecially thoſe.in Johs il. Some 


of his friends prefled him much to receive the 
fſacrament. But having read a treatiſe on that 
ſubject in his illneſo, he was fully convioced 


that it vras the Body of our Lord Jeſus. Chtiſt 
was thed for him, that was to preſerve his bo- 
dy and ſoul unto eternal life; and not the eat- 
ing bread and drinking wine. And therefore 
he was not ſo anxious about the ſhadow, be- 
cauſe he poſſeſſed the ſubſtance, by faith. Vet 
he acknowledged it to be a feaſt prepared by 
the Lord, for the benefit of his church while 
living ; but by no means a fountain to waſh, 


or balſam to heal the dying. And now, ſecing 
the ſting of death taken away by the Lamb of 


God, when the great meſſenger of mortality 
came, he looked upon him without any viſible 
| of horror, being ſenſible who he 
was. He called his children to him, kiſſed them 


and took his leave of them, and then flung 


himſelf into the W of his wife and quiet- 
ly fell * 


5 
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An epitaph, as it is engraven on the tomb-flone of 
William Eaſt, now flanding in Waltham- 
church-yard in Leiceſterſhire ; which he com- 
poſed for himſelf when on his death-bed. 


| | '2 Believe, and come to Chriſt be- 
times: 


His pow'rful Blood prevails for fouleſt crimes. 


Eternal life and grace by him is given : 
No way can ſt thou, but by him, get to heay'n. 
Therefore lay hold of Chriſt, and view him 
well: 

By his redeeming love we're ſnatch d from hell. 
Thus, by that great divine God-man,* a race 
Are brought to heav'n to ſee our Maker's face; 
And there to join the ſaints, with praiſes ſing, 
"To glorify the Lord our heay'nly King 

Who would but change all this warld can afford 
For endleſs joys with Jeſus Chriſt the Lord! 
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® The word God. head for God-man is deſignedly altered, be- 
| ing a miſtake in the engraver's copy. 
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ODOR RAN RAB 


A poem on bis death. 
I - Eaſt now call'd away? (ſweet voice !) 


Farewel 
No longer muſt he fojourn here below. 
He's gone (we hope) among the ſaints to dwell, 
At God's right-hand, where pleaſures richly 
flow ; 
O bleſſed change! he now repeats the ſtory, 
And ſings, FREE GRACE HATH BROUGHT 
MY SOUL TO GLORY | 


2 Great God! and can we hope his ſoul's at reſt? 
What he, who all his life withſtood thy pow'r! 
Can ſuch as theſe eternally be bleſs'd, 
And find acceptance in a dying hour ? 
They ſurely may. A dying thief finds favour, 
And vile Manaſſeh proves the Lord a Saviour. 


3 But let not hardned finners yet grow bold, 
And fay, At laſt J may to Jeſus fly. | 
Remember, while the Penitent takes hold 
Of mercy, one cloſe by does harden'd die. 
Let mercy then, or judgment now awake thee, 
\ Left ſuddenly ſtern juſtice overtake thee. 


. 4 God is long-ſuffering ; and he does await, 
That finners dead in fin may yet repent ; 
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Tho' ne'er fo vile and wretched is our ſtate, 
To us the word of his ſalvation's ſent. 
An inſtance here, has Eaſt his mercy prov'd ? 
Was he, tho' vile, eternally belov'd ? 


5 You harpers, who each day the muſic raiſe, 


That far exceedeth all on earth below; 

Stand up and chant the dear redeemer's praiſe, 

Who does ſuch grace on mortal men beſtow. 

And ye his faints on earth, tune up your voices; 

Let earth give praiſe, while heav'n above re- 
joices. 


6 No more we hear the voice of Eaſt on earth, 

Which often charm'd our hearts, and pleas'd 
each ear: 

Does he not chant Jehovah's praiſes forth, 

Which in his mouth he often took while here ? 

If fo; the matter well he underſtandeth, 

And with the Spirit fings, as God commandeth. 


7 Charm'd with the thought, methinks I hear 
the notes 
Of thoſe that cry, Come in, and take thine eaſe; 
Not like the noiſe we make within our throats, 
When we are only ſtriving man to pleaſe ; 
No, fill'd with love and wonder, they adore him, 
Whoſe praiſe they ſing, and proſtrate fall be- 
fore him, 


© 2 8 Whoever 
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8 Whoever with their lips draw near to God, 
And yet their hearts are far from him each day, 
Will one day ſurely feel his ireful rod, 
Unleſs they turn to Chriſt, the living way. 
Then let us learn to worſhip God in Spirit, 
And we with him ſhall endleſs joy inherit. 


A letter from a friend in Londin to W. Eft. 
London, July 9, 17 
Dear ſir, . RO 
Saw one of your letters, in which you ſeem to | | 
triumph in the Lord Jeſus. I am glad to hear 
it. I wiſh you joy. May God enable you to tri- 
umph in him in the hour of death ! Happy is the 
ſoul in ſuch a caſe. —O the riches of divine Grace! 
I hope you admire it.— He came to ſeek and to 
fave thoſe that are loſt : and thoſe that are ſav'd by 
him, ſee their loſt ſtate and condition; and are led 
by the Spirit of God to ſee the ability and willing- 
neſs of the Redeemer to fave ; and by faith of the 
operation of the Spirit of God, to embrace him as 
freely given of God for a ſinner's ſalvation : I 
hope this has been your caſe; and if ſo, when faith 
{ and love is in exerciſe on Chriſt the true object, 
you can't but admire the grace of God in giving 
his Son, the Son in giving himſelf, and the Spi- 
rit in making him known to you. Is not this the 
language of your heart, Lord, why me? why am 
I fpared? Alt is no wonder that the world think 
you mad. They thought Chriſt ſo ; and perhaps 
vou have thought others ſo. Pity and pray for them 
to the laſt.— I find you are in the proſpect of eter- 
nity; may God poſſeſs your heart to the end. Pray 
for me. May the very God of peace be with you 4 
and yours! My love to them. From your 
Brother and Friend, | 


J. N. 
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F is a concluſion of our religion worthy to be conſidered, that 
Chriſt alone is our Mediator, Juſtifier, Propitiator, Saviour, 
- by works and merits which he himſelf wrought within himſelf, and 
not by any works or merits which he worketh in us by his Spirit. 
The ſcripture faith thus much in expreſs words: * Juſtified freely 
by the redemption THAT Is in CHRIST JEsvs.* Rom. iii. 24. 
He hath by y1MsELF purged our ſins.“ Heb. i. 3. Ile was 
made fin for us, that we ſhould be made the righteouſneſs of 
God ix Him.* 2 Cor. v. 21. * IN H1M are you complete. 
Col. ii. 10. By his own BLood he entered once into the holy 
place, and obtained eternal redemption.” Heb. ix. 12. Again, 
Chriſt is ſaid to purge our conſciences from dead works by his 
» Blood, becauſe he offered himſelf, by his eternal Spirit, without 
ſpot to his Father, V. 14. And common reaſon tells us as much. 
For if men be myſtically united to Chriſt, and by this union do, re- 
ceive the Spirit of Chriſt, and by the Spirit do good works, and 
conſequently merit eternal life, they are then become partners with 
Chriſt, and are received into fellowſhip with him in the work of 
man's redemption; whereas he, in the act of our reconciliation with 
God, admits neither deputy nor partner. 

This concluſion being thus of infallible truth, it ſerves greatly to 
exalt the grace of Gad, to abaſe nature, and to beat down the pride 
of all juſticiary perſons and religions. And for the further explain- 
ing of it, ſerves this treatiſe following ; which I preſent to your 
Worſhip. And the reaſon of my doing is this: 4 remember, al- 
moſt two years ago, in ſpeech you entred into commendations of 
that golden text, Phil. iii. 7. and withal gave fignification of your 

deſire, that ſomething — be ſet down, whereby you might be 
brought to a further underſtanding of that place of ſcripture. 
Therefore, to ſatisfy your deſire, I have here penned a ſhort expo- 
ſition of it. And I have further preſumed to publiſh it in your 
name, defiring it may be a teſtimony of a thankful mind, for your 
love and favour towards me. 

Thus wiſhing to your Worſhip continuance and encreaſe of loys 
to the holy word of God, I take my leave. 


| | Your W. in all duty to command, 
Ann. 1660. 
Jan. 20. 


W. Perkins. 


Pair. iii. 7, 8, 9. 


But the things which were advantage to me, the 
fame I accounted hys for Chriſt's ſake. Tea, 
doubtleſs I count all things but hs, for the ex- 
cellent knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for 
whom I have counted all things loſs, and do 
Judge them to be dung, that I might win Chriſt, 
and be found in him.* 


HE ſcope of theſe words is this: 
In the ſecond verſe Paul admoniſheth 
the Philippians to take heed of certain coun- 
terfeit apoſtles, which joined Chriſt and cir- 
cumciſion in the cauſe of their ſalvation; and 
put confidence in the fleſh; that is, in the out- 
ward works of the ceremonial and moral law. 


And that this admonition might take the bet- 


ter place, he uſeth two reaſons. The firſt pro- 
pounded in the third verſe is this: True cir- 
cumciſion is to worſhip God in ſpirit, to re- 


Joice in Chriſt, and not to put any confidence 


in the fleſh. The ſecond reaſon is framed thus : 
1 , If 
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* He follows the old tranſlation.” 


+ As ſome of the ſame ftamp do now, who declare that our 
works are conditions of our acceptance with God; and there- 
fore without them we cannot be ſaved. 
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If any man might put. confidence in outward 
things, then I much. more; but not I, there» 
fore no man. The propoſition or firſt part of 
the reaſon is. propounded in the fourth verſe, 

and confirmed in the fifth and ſixth. The ſe- 
cond part, ot aſſumption, [but F do. not put 
confidence in outward things] is cou firmed in 
the ſeventh and eighth verſes, thus: All things 
are Toſs to me in reſpect of Chriſt; thereſore I 


put go confidence in any thing out of Chriſt, 
Ant chis is the very drift of the former words. 


In] the ſecond place, the proper ſenſe and 
| meaning of this portion of ſcripture is to be 
* confidered, - And for this cauſe, we are to be 
_ "advertiſed of ſundry things in the words them- 

feet. And, firſt of all, let it be obſerved, 


+, that Perl in the feventh verſe, faith, in the 


time paſt:* I have counted all things loſs; and 


ia the next verſe, in the time preſent, © I do 
dai all things loſs. The former ſpeech is 
„meant of that time in which he was firſt called 

8. Fe) bd the knowledge of Chriſt; the ſecond is ſpo- 
been of the time when he had long continued 


an apoſtle of Chriſt, and wrote this epiſtle to 
the Philippians. This diſtinction of times in 
one and the ſame word, makes much to the 
clearing of the doctrine that ſhall afterward 
be delivered. Secondly, whereas in eur tran- 
flation it is faid, in the cighth verſe, *for whom 

I 


| [25] 
I have counted all things loſs, the words are 
too ſkant, and do not fully expreſs the mean- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt : for the words fully 
tranflated fignify, I have made all things loſs ; 
or, I have caſt away all things ; or, I have de- 
prived myſelf of all things for Chriſt, And 
whereas Paul had faid before, I count all 
things loſs,” his meaning is to amplify his own 


words by ſaying, I deprive myſelf of all things, 


and judge them dung for Chriſt. Thirdly, 
the word tranſlated dung] fignifieth ſuch 
things in the intrails of beaſts, as being unfit 
for man's uſe, are caſt to dogs: and by it Paul 
ſignifies, that he did not only eſteem all things 
as loſſes, and deprive himſelf of them, but al- 


ſo caſt them away with loathing, in a mind 


never to ſeek the recovery of them. Laftly, 
it muſt be known, that Paul, m theſe verſes, 
uſeth a fimilitude borrowed from the mer- 
chant-man ; and it may be framed on this 


manner: The merchant, in hope of a treaſure, : 


is content to eſteem his commodities no com- 
modities, but loſſes ; yea he is further content 
to caſt them out into the ſea, and to eſteem 
them as things caſt to dogs, that he may ob- 
tain his intended treaſure: ſo, ſaith Paul, do 
I count all my former prerogatives as loſs, and 
am content to deprive myſelf of them, yea to 
loath them as dung for the obtaining of Chriſt. 

D Further- 
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Furthermore, the ſum and ſubſtance of the 
words, is a compariſon of things unequal; and 


it may be formed thus: All things are loſs to 


me for Chriſt ; and Chriſt is my gain. The 


firſt part of the compariſon is of Paul's loſſes, 
and it is amplified two ways. Firſt he ſets 
down what things be his loſs; and they are of 
two forts. Privileges, virtues and works be- 
fore his converſion, when he was a Phariſee; 
again, privileges, virtues and works after his 
converſion, when he was an apoſtle of Chriſt : 
the firſt are mentioned in the ſeventh verſe, 
the latter in the eighth. Secondly, Paul ſets 
down how all things are loſſes to him by a 
gradation, thus: I count all things loſs; I de- 
prive myſelf of them ; I count them dung. 
The ſecond part of the compariſon is of 


Paul's gain. And it is amplified by a contrary 
. gradation, thus: I eſteem the knowledge of 


Chriſt an excellent thing. I defire to gain 
Chriſt : and I deſire to be found in him. Of 
theſe points in order : and firſt of Paul's lofles 
before his converſion, in theſe words : © But 
the things which were advantage to me, the 
ſame I accounted loſs for CKriſt's ſake. 

That theſe things may be well known let 
us yet more narrowly ſearch the meaning of 
theſe words. The things which were advan- 
tage to Paul are of three ſorts. Firſt his privi- 

| leges, 


| „ 
leges, that he was born a Jew; that is, a mem- 
ber of the church: and again, that he was cir- 
cumciſed and brought up in the ſtrict ſe& of 
the Phariſees. Secondly his virtues, namely, 
his juſtice and zeal in his religion. Thirdly, 
his works, whereby he, for outward carriage, 
obſerved the ceremonial and moral law with- 
out reproof. And all theſe things are called 
his advantage, - becauſe he put his confidence 
in them; and thought to merit eternal life 
thereby, when he was a Phariſee. He adds 
further, that he counted theſe his advantage to 
be his. loſs; becauſe fo ſoon as he knew Chriſt 
his confidence ceaſed, his former merits were 
no merits, but as things loſt and caſt away: 
yet not fimply, but for Chriſt; that is, that 
he might gain Chriſt, and be found in him, 
as he expounds himſelf in the words fol- 


lowing. 


The meaning thus laid down, ſundry things 


may be learned. The 

Firſt, that it was an hereſy of the Phariſees 
to put confidence in their works, and to think 
that they could merit eternal life by them; for 


here Paul faith, that, being a Phariſee, works 


were his gain and advantage in the cauſe of 
falvation. And hence we learn what to judge 
of the Popiſh religion, which teacheth in ſub- 
ſtance the very fame doctrine of confidence in 

DI works, 
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works, and of the merit of ſalvation thereby. 
And therefore the Papiſts of our time are the 
children of the old Phariſees, reviving and re- 
newing the old hereſy, touching merit, with 
new and freſh colours. If they alledge, that 
they aſcribe merit to the works not of the ce- 
remonial but of the morai law, and to works 
not of nature but grace; I anſwer, that the 
' Phariſees did the fame, as the Phariſec ac- 
knowledgeth in his prayer when he faith, I 
thank thee, O Lord, I am not as other men, 
&c.* 

Secondly, in Paul's example, being a Pha- 
rifee, we learn, that it is the pride and arro- 
gance of man's nature to be ſomething within 
himſelf, and to ere& up ſomething unto him- 
felf to be his righteouſneſs and a means of his 
ſalvation out of Chriſt. The juſt (faith Ha- 
bakkuk) lives by his faith ; but he, whoſe 
ſoul is not right in him, puffs up himſelf, 
(Fab. ii. 4.) or builds towers of defence to 
himſelf by vain confidence out of God. The 
Prodigal ſon muſt have his part alone by him- 
ſelf from his father. Paul faith of the Jews, 

that 


And are not too many of the Proteſtants of this time the 
children of the old Phariſee, renewing the old hereſy under 
the name of coxbirion, when they mean the very ſame 
as the Papiſts do by the word mzrIT ; and bluſh nat to de 
_ that without our works, as conditions, we cannot be 
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that they eſtabliſhed their own righteouſneſs, 
and would not be ſubject to the righteouſneſs 
of God, Rom. x. 3. This being ſo, let us 
learn to ſee and deteſt this pride in ourſelves. 
For where it reigns and takes place, there 
Chriſt is not truly acknowledged; and when 
men begin to know Chriſt, this hidden and 
ſpiritual pride gives place. And further, by 
this we. learn not to marvel that Turks and 
Jews deny Chriſt, and that Papiſts in the cauſe 
of their ſalvation, beſide the paſſion of Chriſt, 
foiſt in ſomething of their own, namely, their 
own merits and ſatisfactions; for it is the 
proud nature of man to ſet up himſelf in 
whole or in part, and to rely himſelf upon 
ſomething of his own out of Chriſt. No mar- 
vel then, that ſuch, as be otherwiſe learned 
and wiſe, live and die in the opinion of * 
fication by their own good works. 

Thirdly, whereas Paul accounts things of 
advantage to be his loſs, we learn that no pri- 
vileges out of Chriſt miniſter true comfort or 
true happineſs. It is a privilege to have 
known Chriſt, and to have eaten and drunken 
with him: (Luke xiii. 26.) but of ſuch Chriſt 
faith, « Depart from me, I know you not.” It 
is a privilege to be of the kindred of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, but it is of no moment ; for 
Chriſt faith, + Who is my mother and bre- 

thren ? 
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thren ? > he that doth the will of my Father, is 
my brother, fiſter and mother.” Mark iii. 33, 
35. It is a privilege that the virgin Mary was 
the mother of Chriſt ; but iffſhe had not as 
well borne him in heart, by faith, as ſhe bare 
him in her womb, the had not been ſaved. It 
is a privilege to propheſy in the name of 
Chriſt; but of ſuch Chriſt faith, « Depart from 
me, ye workers of iniquity.” Matt. vii. Laſt- 
ly, it is a privilege to be endued with all kind 
of learning, of arts, and tongues ; but alas ! 
all is nothing; for if a man had all wit, wiſ- 
dom and learning, and could ſpeak in all mat- 
ters with the tongue of men and angels, un- 
leſs he be found in Chriſt, he is no better in. 
the ſight of God than a damned wretch. This 
being ſo, we muſt learn, firſt of all, to mo- 
derate our care and our affections for worldly 
profits, honours, pleaſures, and our principal 
care muſt evermore be caſt on Chriſt. Se- 
condly, ſuch perſons as live in an honeſt and 
civil life; and ſtand upon this, that they are 
no thieves, no murderers, po adulterers, no 
blaſphemers, but in outward duties ſhew love 
| | to God and man; they muſt, I ſay, take heed 
| leſt they deceive themſelves, building upon 
1 falſe grounds. For though civil honeſty be a 
. thing commendable before God, yet is it not 


ſufficient to ſave us before God. And Paul, 
who 
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who was a ſtrict obſerver of the law, after he 
came to the knowledge of Chriſt, counted all 
his moral obedience, in which he had former- 
ly truſted, but loſs and dung for Chriſt. 

Fourthly, it hath been the doctrine of the 
Popiſh church this many years, that before a 
man can be in Chriſt and be juſtified, he muſt 
firſt of all prepare and diſpoſe himſelf to re- 
ceive his juſtification ; and that, when he is 
ſufficiently diſpoſed, he doth merit of con- 
gruity that God ſhould infuſe righteouſneſs, 
whereby, of a ſinner, he is made no finner, 
and righteous before God. But I demand of 
the patrons of this doctrine, whether, when 
the works of preparation are done, the doer 
is in Chriſt or out of Chriſt? If he be in 
Chriſt, he is alſo juſtified before he is juſtified. 
If he be as yet out of Chriſt, Paul hath given 
the ſentence, that the ſaid works are to be e- 
ſteemed as loſs; and that the merit of con- 
gruity is not meat for them that defire to feed 
on Chriſt, but rather food for dogs. 

Laſtly, hence we learn how Chriſt is to be 
received of us. Such as would truly come to 
Chriſt and receive him, muſt make loſſes of 
all things; they muſt come naked and emp- 
tied of all their own righteouſneſs. As men 
in a ſhipwreck caſt out their commodities; 
and, when there is no remedy, leave their 

ſhip, 
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ſhip, and betake themſelyes to the ſea, and 
thus come ſwimming to the ſhore ; eyen fo 
muſt all men firſt forſake all, and then come 
to Chriſt. Beggars, that they may obtain 
their alms, come in their rags, unfolding legs 
and arms that their ſores and batches may be 
ſeen. Benhadad king of Syria, that he might 
recover the favour of the king of Ifraet, caſts 
off his crown and royal robes; he and his men 
come in fack-cloth, with alters, about their 
heads; and thus he obtains his deſire. In like 
manner, coming to Chriſt, we muſt lay aſide 
all opinion of our goodneſs; and, in abaſing of 
ourſelves, follow beggars fafhions ; and, with 
Benhadad, cloath ourſelves with figns of guil- 
tineſs and confuſion of face. We muſt firſt be 
anrithilated, and utterly, in reſpect of good- 
neſs, be made nothing in ourſelves, that we 
may be what we are out of ourſelves in Chriſt. 
There is no entring into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, except we receive it and Chriſt as a little 
child in all meekneſs and humility. For there 
muſt be nothing in us to receive Chriſt but 
meer faith reſting on meer mercy. Let all 
ſuch think on this, as defire to be in Chriſt, 
and to receive true comfort by him. 

Thus much of Paul's loſſes before his con- 
verſion. Now come to be conſidered the 
chings which were his laſſes after his conver- 


ſion: 
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fion : and they are ſet down in the words fol- 


lowing: But, [doubtleſs I do think all things 
loſſes for the excellent knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt my Lord.] That theſe loſſes may be 
the better known, let us a little conſider the 
meaning of the words. Whereas, before, 
Paul had faid, that heretofore he counted 
things to be loſs unto him for Chriſt, that had 
been his advantage; ſome man might haply 
think, this is but raſh judgment in Paul : he 
therefore, fo cut off this ſurmiſe, ſaith, « Doubt- 
lefs I count all things loſs ;' that is, that I may 
not be thought to ſpeak raſhly, I ſay more, 
that I do now account all things loſs; and I 
ſpeak it confidently,/ as being reſolved what I 
fay. When he faith, I do count, he ſpeaks 
in the time preſent of himſelf, as being not on- 
ly a Chriſtian, but alſo an apoſtle of Chriſt. 
And when he faith, All things, the general 
ſpeech muſt be obſerved; for he excepteth no- 
thing pertaining to him, but his knowledge 
and faith in Chriſt. Here therefore we muſt 
firſt of all underſtand the privilege of an apo- 
ſtle. Secondly, all inward and Chriſtian vir- 
tues, as hope, fear, love of God, good con- 
ſcience, &c. for, of all the inward gifts, none 
is excepted but faith, as I have ſaid. Third- 
ly, here we muſt underſtand works not of na- 
ture but of grace, done and effected by the 

E Spirit 
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Spirit of God in us; for in the verſe following 

be doth reject his own righteouſmeb which is 

of the law. Now he faith of all theſe, that 

they are his loſſes for Chriſt. But how are 

they loſſes? The ſpeech muſt warily be un- 
derſtoad, leſt it be offenſive. They are loſſes ; 
pot in reſpect of gadly converſatian, for they 
are the cauſes thereof; and they are means of 

ſhewing our thankfulneſs to God and love to 
man.“ Now then they are loſſes only in te · 
ſpect of juſtification and ſalvation; when they 
are reputed and maintained as meritorious 
caules thereof, either in whole or in part. 
Though, when they are rightly uſed and ap- 
plied, they are the excellent gifts of God; yet 
when they are brought into the act of juſtifi- 
cation and falvatipn, they become as loſſes and 
dung: and this I take to be the meaning of 
theſe words. To the like purpoſe the prophet 
Taiah faith in the name of the whole church 
confeſſing her fins, © All our righteouſneſs is as 
: a cloth utterly to be caft away.” And Paul to - 

1 the Galatians : If righteouſneſs be by the law, 

; Chriſt died without cauſe, or in vain ; that is, 

if the righteouſneſs of the law be our advan- 

tage, Chriſt muſt be our. loſs: and, on the 

g 1 contrary, 
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Leet this office only be allowed to our good works, (ſo cal- 
— and then all Chriſtians will that they are neceſ- 
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cContrary, if he be our advantage, the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law muſt be our loſs. | 

This doQtrine of Paul, that all virtues and 
works, both of nature and grace, are loſſes in 
the caſe of our falvation, ſounds not in man's 
reaſon ; and there be many things brought to 
the contrary. Firſt, it ie alledged, that God 
doth accept and crown our works; and there- 
fore that they are not loſſes. I anſwer, God 
doth, as it were, keep a double court; one of 
juſtice, the other of merey. In the court of 
juſtice he gives judgment by the law, and ac- 
curſeth every man that doth not continue in 
all things written in the law to do them. In 
this court nothing can ftand but the Paſſion 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and, for the beſt 
works that we can do, we may not look for a- 
ny acceptation or reward; but uſe the plea of 
David, Enter not; O Lord, into judgment 
with thy ſervant; for no fleſh ſhall be juſtified 
in thy fight.” Now, in the court of grace and 
mercy, God hath to deal with his own chil- 
dren that ſtand before him juſtified and recon- 
ciled by Chriſt. And the obedience of fuch he 
accepteth in this court, and mercifally re- 
wardeth, though otherwiſe it be imperfe@; 
| | E 2. yet 
| ® "Thoſe that deſire to underſtand this point more fully, let 


them read a little dialozu2, called, « Moſes brought to the / 
teſt,” &c. Sold by Mr. Heath in Nottingham. 
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vet not for the merit thereof, but for the me- 
rit and worthineſs of Chriſt. Thus then good 


works, in rigour of juſtice, are worthy con- 


demnation, and are accepted of mercy procu- 
red by the merit of Chriſt. Secondly, it is al- 
jedged, that works are neceſſary to ſalvation, 


and therefore not to be reputed loſſes. I an- 


ſwer, works may be conſidered either as cau- 
ics of ſalvation, or only as a way directing 
thereto. If they be conſidered as cauſes, they 
are not neceſſary; but in this reſpect they are 
dung. If they be reſpected as a way leading 
and directing to eternal life, they are indeed 
neceſſary thus, and no otherwiſe.“ Thirdly, 
it 1s objected, that the law requires works, and 
the law muſt be ſatisfied ; and, therefore, that 
he which is juſtified muſt be juſtified ' by 
works. The anſwer is, that whoſoever is ju- 
ſtified and ſaved, is juſtified and ſaved by 
works. But works muſt be diſtinguiſhed. 
Some are perſonal works done in and by our- 
telves: Theſe neither juſtify nor ſave any 
man; but, in the caſe of falvation, are loſs 
and dung. Beſides theſe, there be works that 
are out of us, wrought in and by the perſon of 
our Saviour Chriſt, namely, the works of obe- 
dience in fatisfying and fulfilling the law. 

| Theſe 


_ 


2 That is, ſuch works as hearing the word, reading, &c. 
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Theſe indeed are the works which juſtify and 
fave us, and none that proceed from us. To 
this effect Paul faith, © That we are juſtified 
freely by the redemption that is in Chriſt.” 
Rom. iii. 24. Laſtly, it is alledged, that if all 
virtues be loſs for Chriſt, then faith itſelf, I 
anſwer, faith muſt diverſly be conſidered. 
Firſt of all, as a virtue working and bringing 
forth many good fruits in us. And thus it is 
to be reputed loſs, as all other virtues are. 
Secondly, it muſt be conſidered not as a vir- 
tue, but as an inſtrument or hand not to gire 
or work anything, but to apprehend and re- 
ceive Chriſt and his benefits. And thus it is 
no loſs, but as a thing excepted in this text. 
Nov then we ſee that the doctrine of Paul is 
manifeſt, that all virtues and works, both of 
nature and grace, are meer loſſes in the cauſe 
of our juſtification and ſalvation. 

Hence ſundry things may be learned. The 
firſt, that the moſt holy works of holy men 
cannot juſtify or merit eternal life. When 
they are brought within the act of juſtification 
as cauſes, Paul ſaith they are but loſs; and as 
offals to be caſt to dogs. Let this be noted and 
remembred for ever againſt all juſtitiary Pa- 
piſts: Who, if they would but ſeriouſly con- 
ſider this one text, they might be far better re- 


ſolved than they are. 
Secondly, 


| 


| 


_ 
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. Secondly, hence „n | 
iz plainly gathered, namely, that we are ſaved 
and juſtified by faith alone. For all ex- 
cept our knowledge and faith in Chriſt, are made 
as dung. And that this our doctrine may not 
be ſcandalous, ſundry things muſt be remem- 
bred. The fit in the right meaning of the 
doctrine; which is, that there is nothing 
within us that is any cauſe, either efficient, 
material, formal, or final of Juſtification, but 
faith. The ſecond, that faith is no principal 
cauſe, but only an inſtrument. The third, 
that faith is no inſtrument to procure or work. 
cur juſtification and ſalvation, but an inſtru- 
ment to receive or to apprehend our juſtifica- 
tion given by the Father, procured by the Son, 
applied by the Holy Ghoſt. The laſt, that 
faith muſt be conſidered as a cauſe, or elſe as a 
way of falvation.;, It, as an internal cauſe in 
us, it only juſtifieth, and conſequently ſaveth 


us. If as a way, it doth not ſave alone. For 


other virtues and works, though they be not 
cauſes, yet are they ways to eternal life as well. 
as faith. Here then when Papiſts make out- 
cries againſt us, ſaying, that we look to be ſa- 
ved by faith alone; the true and plain anſwer. 
to them is this: We conſider: faith two ways. 
Firſt, as a cauſe within us, not meriting any. 
way, but inſtrumentally apprehending pardon 
Ao 
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in Chriſt, and applying it to us for out eternal 
happineis. Secondly, faith may be conſidered 
as a way in which we are to walk for the at- 
tainment of everlaſting life. In the firſt ſenſe, 
faith alone juſtifieth and ſaveth, and nothing 
elſe within us. To this do the learned fathers 
agree. Baſil faith, + This is perfect rejoicing 
in God, when a man is not puffed up with his 
own juſtice, but acknowledgeth that he wants 
juſtice, and that he is juſtified by faith alone in 
Chriſt,” Hilary, That is remitted of Chriſt 
by faith, which the law could not looſen ; for 
faith alone juſtifies. Ambroſe, They are ju- 
ſtified freely which do nothing, nor repay like 
for like, are juſtified by faith alone, through 
the gift of God.. Again in his commentary 
upon the epiſtle to the Corinthians, This is 
appointed of God, that he which believes in 
Chriſt, ſhould be faved without work, by faith 
alone receiving remiſſion of ſins. Hierom, 
God juſtifieth by faith alone. | 

Thirdly, here is laid down the foundation 
of true humility. For, if all our virtues and 
works be loſſes in the caſe of our falvation; 
then all boaſting is excluded, and we are to 
take nothing to ourſelves but ſhame and con- 
fuſion, and give all glory to God. Yea, the 
more our virtues are and works, if we place 
any confidence in them, the greater are our 
loſſes. Thus 
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Thus we ſee what things are loſſes to Paul. 
In the next place let us conſider how they are 
loſſes. This Paul ſets down by a gradation 
thus: I count them loſs; I make them my 
loſſes; I count them as dung. This grada- 
tion is nothing elſe but a repetition of one and 
the ſame thing enlarged and amplified in 
ſpeech. Now repetitions in ſcripture are not 
idle and vain, as they are often times in the 
writings of men; but they commonly ſignify 
two things, namely, the certainty and the ne- 
ceſſity of the thing repeated: and therefore, in 


this place, they ſignify the certainty and the 


neceſſity of Paul's loſſes. 

Certain they are; becauſe he that will be 
ſaved by Chriſt, muſt certainly endure thoſe 
loſſes without recovery. The foundation of 
this certainty lies in an impoſſibility of merit 
by any works of man; which I will make ma- 
nifeſt by five reaſons. The firſt is this: It is 
a principal part of Chriſtian inherent righ- 
teouſneſs to have and keep a good conſcience. 
Now Paul expreſly excludes. it from juſtifica- 
tion, ſaying, -* I know nothing by myſelf, yet 
I am not thereby juſtified.” 1 Cor. iv. 4. The 
ſecond is this: Paul faith, « We are not ſaved 
by works.“ Eph. ii. 9. Now he means no 
other works but ſuch as follow faith, and are 
done by the Spirit of God. And this appears 


by 


. 
dy the reaſons which he ufeth, that we are 
created to good works. And again, that they 


are ordained that we ſhould walk in them. 


The third, before a work can merit, it muſt 
pleaſe God ; before the work pleaſe God, the 
worker muſt pleafe him; before the worker 
pleaſe him, he muſt be reconciled to God and 
perfectly juſtified. Juſtification therefore goes 
in order before good works; and for this cauſe 
works cannot be brought within the act of ju- 
ſtification as cauſes. Good works make not 
good men in whole or in part, but men, firſt 
of all made good by the goodneſs of Chriſt 
imputed, make good works by their good- 
neſs. | 1 | 
There be two kinds of tranſgreſſion of the 
law; one, when a work is directly againſt 
the law; the other is, when that is done 
which the law requires, but not in that man- 
ner and perfection the law requires. The ſe- 
cond kind of tranſgreſſion is in every good 
work which is done by men upon earth. 
Now where any tranſgreffion is, there muſt be 

pardon ; where pardon is, there is no merit. 
That this doQrine of the certainty of our 
loſſes may yet the better be cleared, I will ſet 
down the ſuppoſed grounds of merit, and diſ- 
cover their weakneſs. They are two: The 
firft * the promiſe that God hath made to 
F works, 
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works, whereby he hath bound himſelf to re- 
ward them with eternal glory. I anſwer, that 
this very promiſe is made of the good pleaſure 
and meer good will of God; and of the ſame 
goodneſs it is that any man is a doer of any 


good work, either by nature or grace. There- 


fore, if a man could fulfil the whole law, he 
ſhould not merit at God's hand. Thus faith 
the Lord, That he will ſhew mercy upon 
thouſands of them that love him and keep his 
commandments.” Exod. xx. 6. The ſecond 
ground is, that virtue of meriting is derived 
from Chriſt the head to his members by divine 
influence. I anſwer, it is a thing impoſſible. 
For the virtue of meriting is in Chriſt, not 
ſimply as he is a man, but as he is in one perſon 
God and man. The work which meriteth, 
is done or ated even by the manhood ; but 
the merit of the work is from the godhead, 
or from the excellency of the perſon. Now 
then, if this virtue be in Chriſt, not as he is 
man, but in reſpect he is Man-god or God- 
man ; it cannot be derived to us that are but 
men, unleſs every believer ſhould be deified, 
and made, of meer man, God-man, which 
is impoſſible. Therefore, there is no capa- 
bleneſs or poſſibility of merit in the work of 
any meer man or creature whatſoever. For 
this cauſe the true church of God ever de- 
| _ teſted 


141 
teſted human merit. The merit of congruity® 
before juſtification is a Pelagian conceit, and 
was never maintained of the orthodox fathers. 
Stapleton confeſſed thus much: © The merit 
of congruity, (faith he) in reſpect of the firſt 
grace, was of old hiſſed out; neither was it 
ever admitted of the better ſort of ſchoolmen, 
as of Thomas in his Sum and his latter wri- 
tings, nor of his followers.” And the merit of 
condignity, whereby works are ſaid of their 
own dignity, and that properly to deſerve the 
increaſe of the firſt juſtification, and eternal 
life was not received of the learned in the 
church for more tlian one thouſand years after 
Chriſt. | 2824, git 
Anſeime faith, If a man ſhould ſerve God 
a thouſand years, and that moſt zealouſly, he 
ſhould not worthily deſerve to be in the king- 
dom of heaven ſo much as half a day.“ St. 
Bernard faith, © Touching eternal life, we 
know that the ſufferings of this time are not 
worthy of the glory to come; no, not if one 
ſhould ſuffer all. For the merits of men are 
not ſuch, that eternal life may be due for 
them, or that God ſhould do ſome injury if 
2263: eee he 


* Congruity is, that we, by our works, fit or prepare our- 
ſelves for the mercy of God. And fo our works are, 
12 conſidered as previous conditions of our juſti- 
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he gave it not. For, to let paſs that all merits 


are the gifts of God, and ſo man is rather 


debtor to God for them than God to man, 


.what are all merits to ſo great a glory? Laſt- 


ly, who is better than the prophet, to whom 


the Lord giveth ſo worthy a teſtimony, ſay- 
ing, I have found a man according to mine 


own heart? for all that he had need to ſay to 
God, Enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
vant. Again, in the proceſs of time, when 
the merit of condignity had taken place, it was 
not generally received; for it was rejected of 
ſundry ſchoolmen and others, as of Gregory 
of Arimine, of Durand, of Waldenſis, of Bur- 
genſis and Scotus. Wherefore, to conclude, 
it now appears to be an infallible certainty, 
that he which deſires to be ſaved by Chriſt, 
muſt endure the loſs of all his works and vir- 
tues whatſoever, in the cauſe of his own juſti- 
fication. Now then if this doctrine be fo cer- 
tain and infallible as it is, then alſo muſt we 
be ſettled in this point without doubting, that 
the preſent church of Rome erreth grievouſly, 
in that it magnifieth the merit of works. Yea, 
in this regard, it reverſeth the very foundation 
of true religion. For if they make advantage 
in the matter of ſalvation by their works, 
Chriſt muſt needs, upon infallible certainty, 
be their loſs ; becauſe Paul makes all works 

RF. loſs, 
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loſs, that Chriſt may be advantage. There- 
fore far be it from us all to have any dealing 
or contract of ſociety with that church, leſt 
we be partakers of her dangerous and tearful 
loſſes.“ 
Again, in that all virtues and works of 
grace are but loſſes for Chriſt; we muſt not 
only in our firſt converſion, but ever after- 
ward, though we be juſtified and ſanctified, 
even in the pangs of death, by meer faith, reſt 
on the meer mercy of God, and apprehend 
naked Chriſt; that is, Chriſt ſevered in the 
cafe of ſalvation from all reſpect of all virtues 
and works whatſoever. For there is nothing 
appoſed to the ſevere judgment of God, but 
meer Chriſt. If we do preſume to oppoſe 
any of our doings to the ſentence of the law, 
hell, death, condemnation, we are wn 
by the loſſes. 

Thus much of the certainty of Paul's loſſes. 
Now follows the neceſſity of them. They are 
neceſſary inaſmuch as without them no man 
can have part in Chriſt. For the merit of our 
virtues and good works and the grace of God 
in Chriſt cannot ſtand together; yea, they are 
contrary as fire and water; and one over- 

| throweth 


9 Some, now in our time, Have changed the word Merit for ; 


Condition; and ſo ſay our works are Conditions of our ſal- 
vation. This is only the old Popith error re- baptized. 


throweth the other in the cauſe of juſtification 
and falvation. Paul, to ſignify this contrarie- 
ty, faith, (Rom. xi. 6.) If election be of grace, 
it is not works; and if it be of works, it is not 
of grace, And again, (Gal. v. 4.) If ye be 
juſtified by the law, ye are. aboliſhed from 
Chriſt. And to the ſame purpoſe Ambroſe 
faith, © Grace is wholly received, or wholly 
loft.” And Auguſtine, '« It is no way grace 
that is not freely given every way. Hence it 
follows that the preſent religion of the church 
of Rome aboliſheth Chriſt, inaſmuch as it 
maintains and magnifies the merit of good 
works. And this may be gathered by the 
very doctrine of that church. For it teacheth 
that men muſt be faved by their prayers, faſt- 
ings, alms, pilgrimages, building of churches, 
chapels, bridges, &c. What then ſhall the 
of Chriſt do? whereto ſerves it? They 
anſwer, that it frees us from death, and gives 
to our works the merit of eternal life, and 
makes them meritoriouſly to increaſe our ju- 
ſtification. Hence it follows that Chriſt is no 
more but the firſt cauſe of our ſalvation, and 
that we ourſelves are ſecond cauſes under 
him and with him.* And thus he is made, 
0 


9 Here the very marrow of Mr. Green's book, intitled, 
ſlißcation, &c.” is defcribed ; from hence we learn 2 


ſebool he learnt his conditional divinity. 
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of a Saviour, no Saviour. For cither he muſt 
be a full and perfect Saviour in himſelf, or no 
Saviour. Secondly, by the former neceſſity 
we learn, that whoſoever will be ſaved by the 
merit of Chriſt, muſt come unto him without 
virtues or works of his own, not carrying in 
heart fo much as the leaſt confidence in them, 
eſteeming himſelf to be a moſt vile, wretched 
and miſerable ſinner, as the Publican did who, 
prayed, © Lord, be merciful to me a finner! 
Hitherto of Paul's loſſes. Now follows the 

ſecond part of the compariſon, touching Paul's 
gain But Chriſt is my gain. A ſentence to 
be remembred and to be written in the tables 
of our heart for ever! And the reaſon thereof 
is manifeſt. Chriſt our Mediator, God and 
man, is the only fountain of all good things 
that are or can be thought on, whether ſpiri- 
tural or temporal. St. John ſaith, « Of his 
fulneſs we receive grace for grace. John i. 16. 
Again Paul faith, © In him all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge are hid. Col. ii. , 
10. And, © Ye are complete in him.” 1 Tim. 
ii. 6. And he calls Chriſt our ranſom or coun- 
terprice. And as he makes Adam the root of 
all evil in mankind, ſo he makes Chriſt the 
root of all grace and goodneſs. For the better 
clearing of this doctrine, two points are to be 
handled—When Chriſt is our gain, and how? 

| Touching 


[48] 
Touching the time when, I ſet down three 
things. He is our gain in this life; he is our 
gain in death ; and he is our gain after death. 
To return to the firſt. He is our gain in life, 
if we turn from our evil ways, and believe in 
him; inaſmuch as he hath gained for us ma- 
ny benefits, which I will reduce to ten heads. 
The firſt is, pardon of fin without term of 
time, whether paſt, preſent, or to come. Yet 
muſt we here remember that pardon of fin is 
not given abſolutely whether men repent or 
no, but upon condition of our repentance.* 
The ſecond is, the imputation of Chriſt's obe- 
dience in fulfilling the la for our juſtification 
before God. From the former benefit ariſeth 
our freedom from hell and from the law, in 
reſpect of the curſe thereof: and from the ſe- 
cond arifeth a right to eternal life, whereof 
the poſſeſſion 1s reſerved to the life to come. 
The third is our adoption, whereby we are the 
children of God and brethren of Chriſt. And 
hence have we a right of lordſhip or dominion 
over the whole world, and all things contain- 
ed therein, whether in heaven or in earth; 
which right was loſt by _— and is now re- 
| Nerd ſtored 
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ſtored by Chriſt. Indeed wicked men and in- 
fidels have and uſe the things of this life at 
their wills, and that by God's permiſſion; but 
they receive and enjoy them no otherwiſe than 
children of traitors do the goods of their pa- 
rents, who peradventure are ſuffered to take 
the benefit of ſome part of them fax the pre- 
ſerving of their lives, though title and intereſt 
to them be not reſtored. The ſourth is, the 
miniſtry; that is, the preſence, aid and pro- 
tection of good angels. The fifth gain or be- 
nefit is, that all the miſeries and calamities of 
this life ceaſe to be curſes and are made bleſ- 
ſings, being turned to the good of them that 
are to be ſaved by Chriſt. The ſixth is, the 
mortification of original ſin with all the parts 
thereof, by the virtue of the death of Chriſt. 
The ſeventh is, a ſpiritual life, whereby we 
live not, but Chriſt lives in us, making us par- 
takers of his anointing, and thereby enabling 
us to live as prophets, prieſts, kings. Prophets, 
to teach and make confeſſion of our faith in 
Chriſt. Prieſts, to dedicate and preſent our 
bodies and ſpuls to God for the ſervice of his 
Majeſty. Kings, to bear rule and dominion 
over the corruptions and luſts of our hearts. 
The eighth gain is, that Chriſt preſents all our 
prayers and good works to his Father in his 

own name; and thus, by his own interceſſion, 
fy G makes 
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1 makes them 1 him. The ninth 
| gain is, the preſence of his Spirit. For when 
Chriſt aſcended, he took with him our pawn, 
| namely, our feſb; and left with us his own 
pan, the preſcuce gf the Comforter: to ſup- 
ply. his own preſence, to guide, comfort, and 
| to aſſure us of our apa and falvation, 
Ihe tenth and laſt is, perſeverance in having 
| and holding the former gains. For thus faith 
, che. Lord, * I, will put my fear into their 
| hearts, that they Call not depart from me. 
Jer. xxxii. 40. And it muſt be remembred; 
that cheſe words are not ſpoken only in gene- 
= ral;to, the church, but alſo in ſingular to every 
| "ao member. thereof, becauſe they dre: the 
1 words of the covenant. Again, David ſaith, 
WG - that the © righteous, man is like a tree planted 
SS by the water-fide, whoſe leaf never wither- 
eth; who therefore hath e ſap of od 
in the heart to che end. 
q Again, as Chriſt;is: our gain in life, ſo is he. 
3 Alſo our gain in death, inaſmuch as he hath 
5 RM taken away the ſting of death, and bat 
changed the condition of it by making it, of 
the gate of hell, to be: *. way to eternal | 
lg N 
Thirdh Y, . is our 1 after death; three 
ways. Our firit gain is the reſurrection of our 


bodies, to eternal lite in the gay of judgment. 
* The 


N 


[9]. | 
The ſocond is a prlvilege to judge the! world. 
For firſt of all judgment ſhall paſs upon the 
godly ; which done, they ſhall be taken up 
to Chriſt, and there as witneſſes and approvers 
of his ſentence of condemnation, judge toge- 
ther with him the wicked world. The'third 


is the eternal retribution, in which God ſhal!l 


be all in all, firſt in Chriſt, and ther in all the 
members of Chriſt, and that for ever and 


ever. 
The next point to be handled is, How , 


Chriſt is our gam? For the anſwering of” 
this, two queſtions are to be opened. The 
firſt is, according to what nature is Chriſt our 
gain? I anſwer, following the antient and ca- 
tholic doctrine, That Whole Chriſt is our gain 
according to both natures. The godhead of 
Chtiſt profits $6 ſinner without the tnanhoed, 
nor the manhood without the godhead. And 
as Leo faith, each nature worketh that which 
is proper unto it, Having communication with 
the other. "Again, God, 1 may be cohſidered 
two ways; God abſolute,” or God made man. 

God abſolute; that is, Gd abſolutely conſi- 
| dered withdut* reſpect to Chriſt, is indeed a 
fountain. of righteouſneſs ; and, fe 3 but this 
| fountain is ; Cloſed, ſealed up, and. not to be at- 
tained unto; becauſe our ſins make a ſepara- 


tion between Cod and us: and God thus con- 
idered | 
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t 1 
adered is Ml ee t6 l e 
men. But God conſidered as he was made 
man and manifeſted in our fleſh, is alſo a 
fountain of goodneſs, yea the ſame fountain 
opened, unſealed, and flowing forth to all 
mankind. Heneg it is that Chriſt is called 
the light of the world, the bread and water 
of life, the way, the truth, the life, &c. 
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the Goſpel. In a friendly Dialc between 
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